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“A single bracelet does not jingle.” Congolese proverb
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2017 HIGH LEVEL POLITICAL FORUM ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS: “ERADICATING
POVERTY AND PROMOTING PROSPERITY IN A CHANGING WORLD”
__________________________________
The High Level Political Forum (HLPF) on Sustainable
Development serves as the major platform for the
follow-up and review of implementation of the
Sustainable Development Goals by Member States of
the United Nations and its specialized agencies. The central theme for the 2017 HLPF, which took place
from July 10-19, was "Eradicating poverty and promoting prosperity in a changing world." The following
goals, including goal 17 (Means of Implementation), were reviewed during the forum:
Goal 1. End poverty in all its forms everywhere
Goal 2. End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition, and promote sustainable agriculture
Goal 3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages
Goal 5. Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls
Goal 9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization, and foster
innovation
Goal 14. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas, and marine resources for sustainable
development
As part of the follow-up and review mechanism, Member States of the UN are encouraged to conduct
regular and inclusive reviews of progress at the national and sub-national levels. These reviews are done
on voluntary basis, and will be country-driven. Among the 43 countries that conducted their national
voluntary view of the SDGs during the 2017 forum were Nigeria, Kenya, Belgium, Brazil, Peru, Japan, and
Zimbabwe. Members of civil society organizations, UN agencies, the private sector, academia, and other
stakeholders actively participated in the forum.
Read more:
High Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development: http://bit.ly/1dNceHw
Secretary General Antonio Guterres address and Professor Jeffrey Sachs’ analysis on “the state of the world” at the
HLPF: http://bit.ly/2ux9NFf

HUMAN TRAFFICKING: A MODERN FORM OF SLAVERY
_____________________
By Juliana Marquee Boyd, SNDatUN Intern: Millions of people
around the world are trafficked and forced into servitude or into the
sex trade by criminal gangs or individuals. Often described as a
“modern form of slavery,” human trafficking thrives in many
societies and generates astronomic profits for the criminals.
According to the International Labor Organization, forced labor, one
form of exploitation into which humans are trafficked, generates
USD$150 billion revenue a year, while the Global Slavery Index
suggests there may be as many as 45.8 million people enslaved. A very significant number of victims of
human trafficking are women and children.
On June 21st, 2017, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), representatives of
governments, specialists, survivors and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) assembled at the
United Nations (UN) to discuss strategies to combat and end human trafficking as well as to highlight the
relevance of the Global Plan of Action and Sustainable Development Goals 5.2, 8.7, and 16.2. The Global
Plan of Action (a resolution adopted by the UN General Assembly in 2010) is a framework that helps
Member States in the fight against trafficking of persons. The document is reviewed every few years by
the General Assembly. The second section of the Global Plan of Action will be reviewed in September
2017. The latter seeks to promote sustainable peace and prosperity worldwide.
Some of the trafficking issues highlighted during the session were the
following: trafficking that thrives in societies with high levels of poverty,
unemployment, lack of socioeconomic opportunities, cultural issues,
gender-based discrimination, and in areas affected by conflict and war.
Governments were challenged to prosecute sex buyers and provide
assistance to trafficking survivors. The need to eliminate all forms of
violence against women and girls, both in public and private spheres, was
also highlighted. The session affirmed the significant commitment and
achievement by the governments of Panama and Sweden in combatting
human trafficking by promoting the decriminalization of sex workers and the prosecution of sex buyers
instead.
Speaking at the occasion, the Permanent Representative of Panama to the United Nations, Laura Flores
noted that human trafficking happens in every country; crossing multiple borders in origin and
destinations. For this reason, she emphasized the need for strengthening international cooperation to
combat this societal menace.
The Global Slavery Index: http://bit.ly/2uZTG09
Global Plan of Action Report: http://bit.ly/2ufWol8
United Nations Office for Drugs and Crime: https://www.unodc.org/

CONFERENCE ON WOMEN AND MIGRATION IN THE AFRICAN CONTEXT: AN INFORMATIVE AND
CHALLENGING EXPERIENCE

______________________________
By Elizabeth Chinamo, SNDdeN: I was privileged to have participated in a two-day
conference on women and migration in Africa, held in Nairobi, Kenya, from 6-8
June. The conference was sponsored by six Catholic Religious Congregations,
accredited as non-governmental organizations to the United Nations. Over 90
participants from about 10 African countries attended the conference. Some of
the participants were currently engaged in work with migrants, some were
migrants, while others were interested in learning more about migration issues.
Seven Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur from Kenya, Congo-Kinshasa and
Zimbabwe/South Africa provinces participated in the conference. Sister Joan
Burke (Kenya) was among the local organizing team. I personally found this
conference both informative and challenging.
We had input from representatives from the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,
International Organization for Migration, Kenyan Government, Kenyan Bishop Conference, and other
organizations and individuals (including refugees and migrants). It was moving to hear from refugees
who are now volunteers. I was also very impressed to hear the delegate from the Kenyan Government
commend the efforts of Catholic Religious women and men in providing services to migrants and
refugees, and their work against human trafficking. He expressed the interest of the government
collaborating with them in future.
Input from the different presenters stimulated discussions
among participants on issues such as providing adequate
protection to migrants and refugees, victims of human
trafficking, as well as addressing some of those factors that
force people to migrate. During the conference, we went into
working groups and worked on different topics for example:
environment and migration, migration and public health,
human trafficking, and advocacy. I joined 24 other participants to form a group centered on “Countering
Trafficking in Person.” The group came up with a 7-Point Action Plan through which we were challenged
to continue to work on, within our networks, as we return to our respective countries or regions.
Read more: About the Nairobi Conference; http://nairobi2017.weebly.com/
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